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[Edited by Clarence W. Gleason, Roxbury Latin School, Roxbury, Mass., for the 
territory covered by the Association of New England and the Atlantic States; Daniel 
W. Lothman, East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for the Middle States, west to 
the Mississippi River; Walter Miller, University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., for the 
Southern States; and by Frederick C. Eastman, the University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 
for the territory west of the Mississippi, exclusive of Louisiana and Texas. This de- 
partment will present everything that is properly news — occurrences from month to 
month, meetings, changes in faculties, performances of various kinds, etc. All news 
items should be sent to the associate editors named above.] 



[The department of Current Events has been unfortunately crowded out of the 
last three issues of the Journal; hence many of the events here noted are no longer 
"current." We consider it desirable, however, to place them on record. — Ed.] 

New England 

The Eastern Massachusetts Section of the Classical Association of New 
England held its seventh annual meeting on Saturday, February 14, at 
Harvard Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge. After a welcome to the uni- 
versity by President Lowell the following program was presented: 

Greeting, Frederic A. Tupper, Brighton High School, president of the 
section; "The Literary Appeal of Latin in School and College," S. Warren 
Sturgis, Groton School; " Virgil's Portrayal of Woman," Miss Julia K. Ordway, 
Girls' Latin School, Boston; "The Classics in Daily Life," Frederic P. Fish, 
of the Board of Overseers, Harvard University, Chairman of the State Board 
of Education; "Some Impressions of the American School Boys' Trip to the 
English Schools," Rev. Willard Reed, Browne and Nichols School, Cambridge; 
a half -hour of discussion (the subjects suggested by the committee were: "The 
Case of Greek" and "What Shall We Do with Latin Composition?"); "The 
American Academy in Rome," Professor Edward K. Rand, of Harvard; 
"The Revival of Interest in Latin," Dr. Franklin B. Dyer, superintendent of 
schools, Boston. Officers for 1914-1915 were chosen: President, Professor 
Charles B. Gulich, Harvard University; Secretary, Clarence W. Gleason, 
Roxbury Latin School; Executive Committee, Dr. Alice Walton, Wellesley 
College; Edward H. Atherton, Girls' Latin School, Boston; Albert S. Perkins, 
Dorchester High School; Henry Pennypacker, Boston Latin School; Willard 
Reed, Browne and Nichols School, Cambridge. 

Harvard University. — At the January meeting of the Classical Conference 
the following papers were given: "A Lost Part of Origen's Work Rediscovered 
in Gothic and Irish," Professor Ernst von Dobschutz; "The Date of the 
Asclepeium at Athens," Mr. 0. J. Todd. 

Phillips Exeter Academy. — Harlan Page Amen, headmaster of Phillips 
Exeter Academy since 1895, died at Exeter, New Hampshire, on November 12. 
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Dr. Amen was a sympathetic teacher of Latin and Greek for more than thirty- 
three years. 

Wesleyan University. — Professor J. W. Hewitt, late professor of Latin and 
Greek, has been made professor of classics, the change taking effect this 
autumn. 

Virginia 

The Classical Association of Virginia held its third annual session on 
November 28 at Lynchburg. The program was as follows: "Some Features 
of Virgil's Style in the Georgics," Miss Meta Glass, Randolph-Macon Woman's 
College; "A Plea for Unity," R. H. Webb, University of Virginia; "An 
Index to the Latin Situation in Our Schools," Miss Helen M. McWhorter, 
Newport News High School; "How May the High-School Teacher Deepen 
His Pupil's Interest in Latin?" Edwin W. Bowen, Randolph-Macon College; 
round-table discussion: "A Memorial to the High-School Authorities in Behalf 
of Greek." 

Randolph-Macon Woman's College. — On Saturday, May 10, at Randolph- 
Macon Woman's College, the Oedipus Tyrannus of Sophocles was presented 
in the Greek. The play was given out of doors in the afternoon, the final 
scene falling just after sunset when the dying light made all the more effective 
the darkness that awaited the king for the rest of his life. The front of Science 
Hall with its Doric doorway served for the palace facade and improvised seats 
followed the outline of the Greek theater, leaving an orchestra of grass for the 
action. There had been made a special effort for accuracy of detail and har- 
mony of color scheme, and the dull brown, green, violet, and flame of the chorus 
costumes blended most successfully with the natural surroundings, and also 
with the costumes of the actors. Oedipus wore lavender and crimson heavily 
bordered with gold, while his attendants were in green and gold. Jocasta's 
robes were pale yellow and bronze embroidered with purple, and her maids 
were in violet, while Creon in flaming scarlet stood alone and outside of the 
tragedy. 

The cast was altogether of students and it was both surprising and grati- 
fying to see with what breadth and conviction the difficult r61es of Oedipus 
and the Queen were interpreted and presented. There was a reserve in the 
acting of both rather unusual in youth and the student who took the part 
of Tiresias was no less happy in her assumption of stern and venerable strength. 
Creon was also most effectively presented and the messenger from the palace 
announcing the fate of Jocasta and the King held spellbound an audience who 
in great part did not follow the Greek. The chorus was unusually successful in 
seeming an integral part of the action no less than in their evolution. The 
music had been written by Miss Kibler, a former student in the Greek depart- 
ment. The Greek play has become almost a regular feature of Randolph- 
Macon's spring term, as three presentations have preceded the Oedipus, 
namely, Alcestis, Antigone, and Medea. An interest and an enthusiasm that 
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are more than local have been awakened by these revivals of classic tragedy; 
for, though the number of colleges possessing Greek departments large enough 
and brave enough to attempt such a task is increasing, it is yet far from large. 
The Oedipus undoubtedly owed much of its perfected charm to the lessons 
learned in the three other performances. But no little of its superior excellence 
was due to its setting. The other plays had been given in the college chapel 
and the success of the Oedipus definitely reminded one that Greek tragedy 
had its real being in the vast theater of out-of-doors. 

To the friends of the college and to the lovers of the classics the most grati- 
fying feature of the play was the enthusiasm and intelligent interpretation of 
the cast and the most evident approval of the audience, many of whom with 
no personal interest in the participants to claim their approbation seemed to 
get the living force of the Greek play, and to be moved by it, to some degree, 
as the Athenians were when the Oedipus was the latest production. 

Oedipus was played by Miss Marjorie Fields, Jocasta by Miss Hellene 
Yost, Creon by Miss Elizabeth Moore, and the Messenger by Miss Molly 
Minkwitz. 

Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia. — On March 14 a meeting was held at Drexel Institute, 
Philadelphia, to organize a society "for the promotion of liberal studies in 
general, and in particular to foster the interests of the classics and to press 
their claims for recognition." 

As no large local association of this kind has hitherto existed in Phila- 
delphia, and as similar local societies in other cities seem to be meeting a very 
real need, the organizing committee found reason to believe that, were such 
an association to be formed for Philadelphia and its vicinity, it would appeal 
to numbers of men and women who are interested in the classics, but who, 
without such opportunity for united strength, could hope for only a minimum 
of achievement in return for a maximum of individual effort. The gathering 
at Drexel Institute amply justified this belief. Of the 260 persons in attend- 
ance, 188 paid dues and joined the society at the time of the meeting, while 
other requests for membership followed a day or two later, so that the society 
begins life with close upon two hundred members. 

An all-day session was held, the program of which follows: "The Purpose 
of the Society," Dr. Walter Dennison, Swarthmore College; Address of Wel- 
come, Dean Gummere, Drexel Institute; Response on behalf of the society, 
Dr. Francis Brandt, School of Pedagogy; organization of the new society; 
address: "The Liberal Studies in the High-School Curriculum," Miss K. E. 
Puncheon, principal of Philadelphia High School for Girls; address: "The 
Value of the Classics in Modern Life," Mr. Alba B. Johnson, president of 
Baldwin Locomotive Works; address: "The Liberal Studies and Vocational 
Training in American Education," President Isaac Sharpless of Haverford 
College; lecture (illustrated with the stereopticon) : " Pliny and Lake Como," 
Dr. Walton B. McDaniel, University of Pennsylvania. 
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The addresses were admirable; the lecture, brilliant and delightful. 
During the noon recess most of the company partook together of the luncheon 
which was offered at a small charge, and thus had an opportunity to come into 
closer acquaintance with one another and develop that spirit of mutual sym- 
pathy and comradeship which makes for inspiration and helpfulness. An 
exhibit of "Living Latin," built on the lines described in Miss Sabin's most 
valuable Manual, and prepared by the classical department of the Phila- 
delphia High School for Girls, aroused the interest which it has been Miss 
Sabin's peculiar privilege to inspire, in a marked degree, in the cause of classical 
study. 

The following officers were elected by the society: President, Dr. Walter 
Dennison, Swarthmore College; Vice-Presidents, Dr. B. W. Mitchell, Central 
High School; Mr. Stanley Yamall, Principal of Friends' School, German- 
town; Secretary, Miss Jessie E. Allen, Philadelphia High School for Girls; 
Treasurer, Dr. George W. Hadzsits, University of Pennsylvania; other mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee: Dr. W. H. Appleton, professor emeritus, 
Swarthmore College; Professor W. Baker, Haverford College; Miss Minnie 
Beckwith, Baldwin School; Dr. F. B. Brandt, School of Pedagogy; Pro- 
fessor F. A. Dakin, Haverford School; Dr. Bessie Burchett, High School for 
Girls; Dr. Edith Hall, University of Pennsylvania Museum; Professor James 
Hill, Central High School; Professor Frank Niewig, Southern High School; 
Miss Swindler, Bryn Mawr College. 

Philadelphia High School for Girls. — Miss Jessie E. Allen, head of the 
classical department, writes: 

As noted elsewhere in these columns, the cards described in Miss Sabin's Manual 
were prepared by the teachers and students of the classical department of the Phila- 
delphia High School for Girls, last December, and put on exhibition for two weeks. 
The interest which they aroused surpassed our liveliest anticipation. During the two 
weeks of the exhibition at our school, in addition to our own faculty and student 
body of over twenty-two hundred persons, nearly six hundred visitors viewed the 
exhibit with interest and enthusiasm. There has since been an almost continuous 
demand, on the part of surrounding schools, for the loan of the cards. 

The making of such an exhibit is a task so tremendously worth while that I 
believe that all Latin teachers who may be impelled to undertake it, no matter how 
small their departments or how strenuous the day's work, will feel more than repaid 
for any expenditure of time and energy. 

Since it seems probable that in the near future there will be many such exhibits 
in the process of making, one or two suggestions, the results of our own experience, 
may be timely. We found that the cards furnished by Miss Sabin were of more 
suitable weight and of better quality than a heavier card that we bought when it 
became necessary to add to the original number. The heavier cards caused a most 
unattractive sagging, when suspended on the walls. We attached the cards by picture 
hooks to heavy cords (wire sags) stretched along the walls, and found the arrangement 
simple and convenient. It was also found desirable to paste bookbinding tape across 
the top of the cards. 
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Again, I feel that too much cannot be said of Miss Sabin's wonderful application 
of classical study to everyday life. It must be an inspiration to every classical teacher 
who knows the Manual. 

Ohio 

Columbus. — The Columbus, Ohio, Latin Club held its second meeting of 
the year Saturday, February 14, at the Sign of the Samovar. Mr. B. F. 
Pearson, Ohio state university inspector, who was the speaker of the evening, 
chose for his subject "Human Interest in Latin Teaching." His talk was 
very informal, full of humor, common-sense, and good advice. About thirty- 
five members, including several from out of town, were present to enjoy a 
good dinner, the helpful address, and the good fellowship of the club. 

Michigan 

Kalamazoo. — The Classical Club of the Western State Normal School, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, on March o presented Professor Miller's dramatization 
of Dido, the Phoenician Queen. The play was given under the direction of 
Miss Maude Parsons before an audience of about 150 persons. The costumes 
were made by the girls of the Latin department, and the scenery and stage 
setting by the boys. The printing of tickets and programs was done by two 
boys on the school press. 

Between Acts I and n, a pretty Greek dance was given by six girls in 
Greek costumes, a feature which added much to the evening's entertainment. 
Perhaps the prettiest scene was that in which Venus addresses Cupid, a little 
girl of eight from the Training School taking the part of the little god of love. 
The play was the first production of the kind attempted by the Classical Club 
of the School and was pronounced a signal success. 

Illinois 

The University of Chicago. — In the absence of Professor Paul Shorey, who 
is filling the Theodore Roosevelt professorship in Berlin this year, Professor 
Robert Bonner is acting head of the Department of Greek. 

Bradley Polytechnic Institute. — A performance of the Iphigenia among 
the Taurians of Euripides was given at Bradley Polytechnic Institute, Peoria, 
Illinois, January 30. It was given in the Gilbert Murray translation. The 
large auditorium was filled, and the presentation was thoroughly successful. 
The difficult part of Iphigenia was taken most effectively by one of the second- 
year college girls. The student who acted as Thoas was also especially suited 
to the part. The ancient language department at Bradley was peculiarly 
fortunate in being able to secure assistance from instructors in the art depart- 
ment, and through their aid a temple background and appropriate seashore 
scenery were prepared. It is difficult to see how scenery more beautiful or 
effective could have been secured. 

The play was staged under the direction of the department of ancient 
languages: Theodore C. Burgess, Lora A. Kuhl, Fred Smith. 
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Chicago. — Organization of Chicago Classical Club: For several years the 
Latin teachers of the Chicago high schools have held frequent Saturday 
luncheons at convenient caf6s for discussion and plans as to their particular 
department of work. As a result of these meetings the classical syllabus and 
curriculum for the Chicago schools has been thoroughly revised, and the Board 
of Education has been persuaded to adopt these recommendations. From 
time to time, faculty members from the University of Chicago and North- 
western University, or suburban high schools, have been invited as guests and 
friendly counselors. These profitable conferences led in February of this year 
to the appointment of a committee to plan a club more comprehensive than the 
High-School Section without altering the organization or purpose of that sec- 
tion. The following persons served on this committee: G. J. Laing, Univer- 
sity of Chicago; Keith Preston, Northwestern University; Miss H. M. 
Bassett, Parker High School; W. T. McCoy, Wendel Phillips High School; 
H. H. Matteson, chairman, Waller High School; W. E. Johnson, ex officio, 
Lane Technical High School. The new organization was launched Saturday, 
March 14, at the Marshall Field tea-rooms, with Mr. Johnson presiding. Sixty- 
two persons were present, representing all phases of classical instruction. Mrs. 
Ella Flagg Young, superintendent of Chicago schools, was the guest of honor. 
In a few well-chosen remarks she commended past activities of the Latin section 
in securing needed reforms. Professor John A. Scott, of Northwestern Univer- 
sity, then spoke with great enthusiasm on his favorite subject, the unity of the 
Homeric poems. Addresses of this character augur well for future interest and 
attendance of the club. 

The committee's recommendation as to constitution was adopted, as 
follows: 

1. This organization shall be known as the Chicago Classical Club. 

2. The members shall consist of all teachers in or near Chicago who teach, or are 
interested in the teaching of Latin, Greek, and ancient history. 

3. The officers shall be a president, a secretary-treasurer, and an executive com- 
mittee consisting of the above-mentioned officers and three others. 

4. Meeting's shall be held on or about the second Saturdays of November, March, 
and May. 

The following list of officers was adopted by the club: President, John A. 
Scott, Northwestern University; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Ettie L. Smith, 
Carl Schurz High School; Executive Committee: G. J. Laing, University of 
Chicago; Miss M. Z. Parker, Wendel Phillips High School; W. E. Johnson, 
Lane Technical High School. 

Kansas 

Southwestern College. — Professor Ida Capen-Fleming, head of the depart- 
ment of Greek at Southwestern College, sends the following account of one of 
her courses: 

"With Gayley's Classic Myths, as a text in the hands of the students, and 
lectures drawn from Fairbanks, The Mythology of Greece and Rome, the notes 
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to Miller's Ovid, and other sources, I have been enjoying a most delightful 
experience with a class in mythology. We use the card catalogue method in 
the study of poems found in English and in American literature, which abound 
in myths or have occasional references to them. 

"Thus far, we have studied Longfellow's 'The Masque of Pandora'; 
Tennyson's 'Lotus Eaters,' 'Amphion,' 'Tiresias,' 'Demeter and Persephone,' 
'Oenone,' 'Death of Oenone,' 'Ulysses,' 'Tithonus'; and Keats' 'Lamia' 
and 'Endymion.' 

"This is a two-hour course, open to all college students, and the poems are 
studied either by reading in class or through reports made by students on 
assigned work. Later on, I expect to use slides, as a means of creating a 
deeper interest. 

"The result of this study and the method used in developing it can hardly 
be estimated so early in the year, but already it has awakened the students' 
appreciation of the prevalence of myths in our best literature and a ready 
understanding, at sight, of myths so far studied, when met with in the works 
of our favorite poets." 

Texas 

Simmons College. — The students of the classics in Simmons College, 
together with their teachers, have formed a club, "Sodalitas Latina," for the 
purpose of lending additional interest to studies and investigations along 
lines that do not ordinarily receive attention in the classroom. It is the 
intention to present a play at some time during the year. The meetings 
are fortnightly, and the officers are: J. S. Bates, president; Margaret Good- 
night, secretary. 



